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Public School Enrollment, United'States, Fall 1981

Fall 1981 Enrollment Declines by 2 Percent

Public school enrollment decreased about 818,000 1id fall 1981; representing a-2

percent decline since fall 1980. Forty-one States and the District of Columbia ,

reported decreases in the number of pupils enroclled in fall 1981. The largest
percent decreases in enrollment were reported by the District of Columbia (5.1
percent) and Connecticut (4.9 percent). Among the other 40 States, the percent
decreases ranged from 0.3 percent in Colorado to 4.4 percent in Delaware (table 1).

For the 9 States reporting increases in‘enrollment for fall 12?1 the percent
increases ranged from 0.6 percent in Idaho and Louisiaaa to 5. 0 percent in
Alaska (table 1). ot P

Overall, a little over 40 million student8 were enro ed in public elementary and
secondary school systems throughout the United States in fall 1981. 1/ More than
27 million were enrolled in grades prekindergarten through 8, and close to 13
million in grades 9-12 (table 1).

A
Five States Comprise Nearly 45 Percent of Enrollment Decline :

Five States (New York, California, Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio) reported the
largest decreases in number of students enrolled from fall 1986 to fall 1981.
The total enrollment decline for these States repregented approximatély 45 )
percent of’ the total enrollment decline for the Nation. i

.

1/ The public school enrollment data cited in this report for 1981 represent
the total number of students enrplled as offbctober 1, 1981, and do not
reflect cumulative changes occurring during the entire school year.
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- 1980 total

Percent

1981 total of U.S. total

State enrollment enrollment decrease
U.s. gocal © 40,987,000 40,168,000 y = i
New York g/; 871,000 - 2,761,000 13.5°
california by 118 ooo . _4,046,090 8.8
Michigan .1,866,000 11,803,000 7.7 i
Illinois 1,983,000 .1,924,000 7.3

1,957,000 - 7.2

. Ohio 1,899,000

‘ : . , : ~
A Greater Enrollment Decline Shown at'qhé/§-12 Grade Level
- T y - ; T

’

Student enrollment declined in both PK-8 and 9-12 grade levels from fall 1980
to fall 1981. However, the decline was greater at the 9-12 grade level both in
terms of number and percent.

“Grade 1980 1981 Percent
Level Eﬁrqllment Enrollment Change
PK-8 ?7,674,000 27,289,000 -1.4
9-12 13,313,000 12,879,000 -3.3

In all ‘but five States reporting a decline in enrollment, the decreases occurred in
both PK-8 and 9-12 grade levels. For 4 States (California, Colorado, Montana, and

New Mexico), the decrease’/of students occurred in the 9-12th grade level only. ' In

Massachusetts the decrease in student enrollment occurred in the PK-8th grade level
only. , ) i

Percent Change in£nfdllment

‘ o ‘ ' Gradesy .- Grades o
State PK-8 . 9-12 -
California 0.3 -6.0 oo
\, ! a
Colorado : . 0.4 -2.1 <.
: Y, . - v N
" Massachusetts 4.6 1.7 '
Montana , ‘ 0.5 ) ~4.7 <
New Mexico L 0.7 -5.2‘
> 3
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Enrbllment Continues to Decline Since Fall 1972

-

Public school enrollment has continuously declined si e £fall 1972, Larger decreases
in enrollment ‘began in fall &976 when the decline reached better than 470,000. The:
following table shows for the fall of each y!ar, 1976 to 1981, the enrollment and
percent decreases. . < e\

A

Total ,. Enroilment : Percent

Fail L . enrollment decrease ” decrease
1976 . 44,317,000 474,000 - 1.1
11977 - 43‘,577,0'00 , - 740,000 _ 1.7 .

. . _ .
1978 | 142,550,000 1,027,000 2.4
1979.. 41,578,000 B : 9;2’,*000 o 23
1980 - 40,987,000 Y >594,060 14
- 1981 ‘ . 40,168,000 - 818,000 . - ;.Q‘

te

1Georgia did not report enrollment data for fall 1978, and the data were
estimated by NCES. Enrollment for Georgia usually represents about 2.6
percent -of the national total..' . , .
Methodology L.

This report contains data on public school enroilment derived from the Common Core
of Data (CCD) survey, part IV (Fall Report on Students), for.school year 1981-82.

-This is the U.S. Department of Education s 28th annuaI“survey to provide these

1]

. data. The survey was conducted with the assistanece of State education agencies in

the 50 States, the District of Columbia and outlying areas upder U.S. jurisdiction.

With the exception of Alabama, all States reported grade—by-grade enrollment. NCES

~ estimated jgrade-by-grade enrollments for Alabama which reported four enrollment

statistics: kindergarten, grades 1-6, 7-9, and 10-12 (and the totals). To estimate
the grade-by-grade enrollment, NCES used.a factor derived from Alabama's 1980 data
by finding the percent: ‘&ach single grade was of the total enrollment in ‘a grade span,
i.e., 1-6, 7-9, or 10- 12, and applying the factor to the 1981 data.

For more information about NCES' statistical program, contact the Statistical
Information Office, Nationa} Center for Education Statistics, 400 Maryland Avenue,

SW. (Mail Stop 1001), Washington, D.C. 20202, telephone (301) 436-7900.

Enrollment data for prior years were reported in the Center's annual publication
entitled "Statistics of Public Elementary and Secondary School Systems; Schools,

-~ Students and Staff," which has been discontinued. Beginning with the 1981-82

school year, the data will be published in several separate short releases of which
this report on enrollment is the first,
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TABLE 1-PUPIL MEMBERSHIP, BY LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION BY STATE AND OUTLYING AREA:

UNITED STATEQ 1980 AND 1981 -
HEMBERSHIP T,
STATE OR OTHER AREA FALL 1980 / FALL 1981 A PERCENT
4 - ' . ; . CHANGE
) i \1 , 7 1n TCTAL
TOTAL GRADES GRADES Tovat SRAJES GRADLS nenbensnln
. PK-8 ~ Wl ‘ PK-8 9-12
. 1 - 2 3 s . . 5 6 T, 8
! ’ L ' } . " . . » v
1OTAL 50, STATES AND D.C. 40:9§6+509, 27+673,992 13.312.517 40,168,375, 27,289,119 12,8793254 -2.0
ALABAMA .ececocsccscsas s 158,121 527,753 230 988 743,448 $18,536 i 2244914 -2.0
ALASKA -cececocos ceet ‘86,514 60,617 264097 90,858 63,756 , 214102 5.0

CAKIZONA cescsscvenseenncs~ 513,790 3570112 156,678 507,199 - 355,275 151,924 -1.3
ARKANSAS cecceoccssccssce ‘447,100 309,909 137.791 . 637,121 305,09 132,091 -2.4
CALIFORNIA covcecsenseses ©1118,022  24760,725 £e3570297 410460156 2,769,788 1,276,368 -1.7

o ‘ . N . !

_CULDRADU seecsssscsnsesse 546, 033. 374,366 170,667 S44rl 76 376,063 168,131 °  -0.3
CONNECTICUT cueee ee 531,459 363,590 1674869 505,386 © 347,490 2 157,896 -4.9
DELAWARE o seccoccesansecs 99,403 * ‘62,464 36,939 95,072 60,4287 342 705 4.4
DISTRICT OF COLUMRIA «cee 103,049 70,978 29,071 54,9715 67,54 27,428 -5.1
FLORIDA agecsesaconccnsss 105104225 1,041,859 0681366 10687,721 1,735,323 452,398 - -1.5

! &
GEORGIA eoscssevcascssass 1206d,737 . T41,673 327,062 140564117 736,565 319,552 -1.2

CHAWAIL seecnse- . 165,068 109,597 55,471 162,805 ' 1094272 53,533 -1.4
IDAHO eccesvacccscsncsass 293,247 143,79 59,488 - 204,524 , 145,567 - 58,977 0.6
ILLINOIS seevesvensassges 114983,463 1,334,909 648,556 1,924,086 1,304,192 6190892 -3.0 .
INOIANA weeceowsssaasscnss 10035,589 708,419 347,170 7 1,025,172 690,810 3344362 -2.9

‘ ~

533,857 351,155 182,702 8164216 361,218 1764998 . -3.3

415,291 2824725 132566 409¢909 282,014 127,895 -1.3
GENTUCKY sacscscccess 669, 798 463,804 205,994 658,350 458,781 199,569 -1.7

+ LOUISIANA seccecencssccce 177,560 ] 543,598 233,962 782,053 563,275 238, 778 0.6
MAINE ccoscssanasasascess 222,497 152,642 69,855 2164293 148,769 674524 -2.8
MARYLAND ceseccosescsends © 750,065 492,842 257,823 ' 721,841 472,288 249,553 -3.8
MASSACHUSETTS . . 1,021,885 67643 14 345,571 996,555 - 6654218 351,337 -2.9%
MICHIGAN «oescoacascsanse 1,865,835 1,227,437 638,398 13003,034 1,182,083 6204951 3.4
MINNESOTA ceeeessacaadeses - T540318 482,025 272,293 33,741 480,008 ° 253,733 2.1
MISSISSIPPI cocccvancsnes 477,059 326,760 147,99 4T1,61% 328,016 143,599 -l.l
MISSOJR] eocecscccvssssnsse 844,648 567,198 ~ 277:-50 - 818,705 5534012 " 265,693 -3.1
MONTANA .. 155,193 105,680 49,13 153,435 106,235 47,200 -1.1
NEBRASKA «oceceseasacsass 282,430 119,029 91,401 2734340 186,755 - 869585 -2.5
NEVADA ..cececsomncvscnns 1649, 481 100,597 4B,hte - 151,339 102,635 48, 704 1.2
NEW HAMPSHIRE « cecscsenss 167,232 111,902 55,230 . 153,827 1294959 53, 868 -2.0
. . 1, N
NEW JERSEY ceeeveseccesea 112646:008 819,567 426,441 1,199,000, ‘187,700 411,300 -3.8
NEW MEXICU cpeceee ven 271,198 185,874 850524 268,091 187,192 80,899 -1l.1
NEW YORK o cacnocas e 24871,00¢ 1,837,772 10333,732  24760,774 1¢778,207 98¢y 567 -3.8
NORTH CAROLINA scecsasese 19127,376 785,881 343,495, 141084960 7724876 334,006 -1.9
NORTH OAKOTA oo ececcceees + 1160885 16,787 40,098 117,708 79:579 34,129 0.7
OHIO ocevcesdaencnnssanes 129574381 143124353 545,028 1,898,501 122554096 643,405 -3.0
OKLAHOMA - sceseessesnssse - 577,807 398,895 178,712 502,572 «08,579° 173,993 0.8
OREGON -sscecassssssccss e 4564599 319,129 145,470 457,165 315,388 lal, 777 ~1.6
PENNSYLVANIA ecceacesssss . 119094292 1,231,428 577,766 1,859,015 102064821 652,19¢ -2.6
RHODE ISLAND eceacecccsse 148,320 95,366 52,954 142,315 91,642 S1,173 -3.7
SIUTH CARDLINA sesmcaneas 5194223 426,386 192,439 ' ,609s158 - 420,664 . 1884496 . <-—l.6
SOYTH DAKOTA ... .o 128,507 , 86,178 °© 42,3297, | 1254657 685,887 39,770 - =2.2
TENNESSEE cevcoccnsscncsn 853,569 . 602,044 251,425 838,297 593,556 244,761 » -1.8
TEXAS voscevesecssanseses 209000073 2,048,686 851,489 2,935,547 24098126 837,421 1.2
UTAH ceevasecansssassensse 3434618 2500242 93, 176 355,55 - 261,722 934832 3.5 .
VERMONT 95,815 66,359 29,456 93,183 64,988 28,195  =2.7
VITGINIA 1,010,371 703,322 307,)49 9894548 690,770 298,812 -2.1
WASHINGTON coces 757.639 515,430 262,209 7504188 513,018 237,170 -1.0
WEST VIRGINIA cecaccecsrcn 383,503 2704309 113,19 377772 266,944 110,828 -1.5
WISCONSIN ccevocssncecsce $300267 5274655 302,592 804+262 512,831 291,431 -3.4
WYOMING cccceasacensnsnne 984309 70,093 28,212 99,541 71,842 27,699 1.3
“
JUTLYING AREAS ) ) .

AMERICAN SAMOA Lececccsse 9. 667 Trl74 FIT Y 9,896 7+350 2,546 2.6
GJAM cecveovsncncasaomrascd 26,620 19:603 6481 , 250086 18,932 6,15 -5.1"'
PUERTD RICO cecsssccccses 712,380 521,865 191,015 . . e -100
TRUST TERFITORY coeveeccs . . . . . . .
VIRGIN ISLANOS cceccsccses 25,201 19,716 5,485 25,525 19,588 5,937 1.3
NURTHERN MARITANAS cceesce . . . 5300 3,954 , Le33e .

-~

15sta estimated by State.

ERIC e E '

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



TABLE 2—STUDENT MEMBERSHIP IN PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS BY. GRADE LEVEL AND BY STATE

—

.

%

AND OUTLYING AREA: UNITED STATES OCTOQ’ER".B\LSN

!

SN,

2D|m estimated by State,

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

°

) T *
] e > .
. L ] B . v .
. g .« PREK INDEKGARTEN tnauﬂuu GRADE 8 ANJELEMENTARY UNCLASSIFIED .
} . TOTAL © . e,
, PREK INDER = J - A .
. : GARTEN. * .
s b THROUSH & AND  PRE=- )
TUTAL ELEMENTARY  KINDEK-, KINDER- L : . . ¢ -
STATE OR OTHER AREA (COL. s3415) UNCLASSIFIED" GARTEN GARTEN GRADE | “GRAUE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE. & . GRADE 5 GRADE 6.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
PR : . -+ ° ' T ’ . .
TOTAL 50 STATES AND 0.C. 40,168,373 27,289,119 104,868 205950324 209510008 2,785,977, 2,811,805 2,925,960 3,131,051 3,180,443 .
ALABAMA -eveencecinannns 743,468 518,53 0 36970 Te1,606 -T57,980 lez,691 161,605 - 159,43 159,068 -
ALASKA ........ 190,858 . 63,756 504 6,803 71915 6,844 61963 6,863 Ty682 10372
ARLIONA ceeeeiccninnannn 507,199 355, 275 0 " 34,220 * 33,315 364499 36,990 38,903 41,667 4ly 486"
ARKANSAS «eceeeceoenenne 437,121 305,030 0 28,907 34,758 3,182 32,868 33,863 35,372 - 35,205
CALIFORNIA oveceeveecann 41,046,115 o 2,769,788 0 300,239 298,341  ZB7,552 2820466 290,323 313,875 324,324
COLORADOD o evecvnecneanns SaerlTe 376, 043 1,578 371243 40,566 38,583 38,960 40,651 44,611 ' 44,919
ECTICUT cuceoeccnete 505,386 . 367,490 3,920 32,075 337501 31,631 32,006 34,251 33,355 40,319
OELAWARE .oeencsncacaass 95,072 60, 287 -0 5,742 6,516 51517 ‘5,463 Sy 734 6,334 69632
DISTRICY OF COLUMBIA ... 94,975 67, %47 2,983 5,867 70545 6,917 60932 5,730 70233 - 61224
FLORIDA eecmceananccncnes 1,487, 721 1,035,323 2,480 49,242 110,817 109,092 113,005 118241 124,263 |z3¢959
GEDRGLIA caceccasseccaaas 1.055.111 736,565 0 °3‘ﬁ§7 850226° 79,597 19,1964 “ 75,247 85,318 31.033
HANAIL coiceccaVancncens 162+ 805 109, 272 268 11,974 11,737 11,835 11,541 11,533 12/ 134 12:3
IDAHO ceevcnccncennaanns 204, 526 145, 547 0 15,408 12,263 160438 181635 15, 740 16,529  rl6eé
ILLINUIS cecenecanccenns 10924, 084 1,306, 192 19,325 130,450 138,918 1249800 130,600 133,399 1620435 1450448
INOTANA .ccecnnccananas 1,025,172 690,810 156 67,500 * 76,703 70,338 71,987 T50234 82,357 78,59
» R B > - s ‘N - -
IONA cccecacacenccncncns $16,216° . N 341,218 451 37,500 361609 33,771 337499 36,097 390394 39,578
KANSAS cceccacsnscccsans 409, 909 282,014 0 31,016 30,610 280799 28,1175 29,579 31,525 31,609
KENTOCKY .oleecccacncens 658, 350 458,781 : 0 40,916 52,901 45,505 470527, 51,337 53,673 52,915
LOUISIANA cececonceceans 182, 053 543, 2715 0 51,773 664575 57,824 57,935 59,625 61,563 61,725
MAINE L .ivicencvacasenns 2160293 148, 769 98 141476 15714 15,061 15,404 16,278 17,851 171470
MARYLAND eieccoeconcnns L T2l miel, 472, 268 #0351 “10 596 43,951 42,491 43,210 47,015 52,137 560817
MASSACHUSETTS .ececceene 996, 555 6450 218 10942 61,535 63,287 61,878 66,020 < 73,001 17,517 18,173
MICHIGAN cceccccnnsanens 1,803, 094 10,182,083 70856  1160753° 119,175 116,563 118,002 122,605 132,651 . 136,780
N MINNESOTA cecerecccccens 733, 741 480,008  MreB2 5Q, 710 49,410 47,180 47,765 50,952 55,393 57,7687
MISSISSIPPI Jeeenacnnnas 471,615 329,016 133 4,993 42,536 35,977 36,489 38,116 40,099 40, 757
MISSOJRL cecacececccnnne 818,705 553,012 0+ 55,236 60,108 56,383 57,239 60s416 64842 64205
_— MONTANA ivecncnionnens 153,435 106y 235 133 100930 12,029 11r122 11,170 11:335 12,532 12,193
NEBRASKA «cevascacccncns 273,340 186, 755 956 20,548 21,149 19,826 19,462 20,827 21,721 219239
NEVAOA ‘cccceancccasncacs 151,339 102, 635 0 T 9,887 10,710 10,280 104204 10,587 11,735 11,503
NEW HAMPSHIRE occacdeces 163,827 109,959 0 4,107 13,374 11,363 11,236 12,439 13,633 13,806
' : ‘ 3
NEW JERSEY %............ 1,199,000 187, 700 6,000 75,000 75,000 77,000 769,000 81,000 so.a:z 94,000
NEN MEXICO coecocacsacns 268,091 1874192 0 18,737 20,740 19,70 19,507 19,556 19, 62 19,607
NEW YORK vocevacascncens 29760, 774 1,778, 207 120377 1599592 1860602 176,67 176,070 186,561 1;1)413 213,009
NORTH GAROLINA ecccocaes 1,108,960 172,876 0 71,254 81 1453 80,964 82,222 85, 781 196 90,306
NORTH DAKOTA .ccusacacns 117,708 19,513 532 1,756 9,395 81611 8,743 8,742 ; 97 9,216
* ) . - T .
OHIO ccccececccccccsonne 1.898,501 10255, 096 41480 128,500  136,935. 1240357 1264090 134,170 105,4)3 144,811
OKLAHOMA ccecccceccffocee 582,572 408, 579 1,596 421949 43,338 43,801 43,511 ©51106 ° 47,495 463333 -
OREGON .........;?15.... 457,165 315,388 1,703 20,130 36,506 34,039 33,710 35,132 37,181 39,280
PENNSYLVANIA coofececae | 14859,015 192060821 0 114,317 1214956 ll4slbe 115,909 123,385 134,961, 140,168
RHOOE ISLAND cccccconces 142,815 91,662 265 . 3,328 9+290 9,217 . 9,297 91992 13,835 11,266
SOUTH CARULINA cecceeens 609,158 420, 664 0 3v,362 45567 461841 46r 186 » 41:353 51,257 50,674
SOUTH JAKOTA ecccaccease . 1250657 85,887 130 - 9,578 94751 8,870 . 8,609 9,186 9817 9,309
TENNESSEE ecavoncncanese 838, 297 593, 556 0 53,979 651092 62,916 62,982 651638 69,465 68,845
TEXAS eceecncccaancnccan 209350547 2,099,126 13,515 193,188 248,106 228,513 230,201 234,761 2060589 239,628
UTAH cccencaccnasnccacns 355, 554 261, 722 L 0le. 34,517 31,569 300123, 28,769 27,322 28,137 zny3to
VERMONT oovececccccncane 93,183 64, 988 123 4,778 rellS 6,593 60710 1,230 7,833 a1t
VIRGINIA «oeccinnncnnens 989, 548 690, 736 1,663 62,817 69,757 671364 68+654 72,785 79332 82,815
WASHINGTON ccceecacess 750,188 513, 018 1,086 51,969 54,706 52,781 | 524393 ° 55,168 61,73 63,313
WEST VIRGINIA ccoecuonns R IATN AT 266 944 B8 ~ 26:274 30,393 28,032 28,545 29,242 30,398 29,304
. WISCONSIN cecccvcncacnas 804,262 512,831 1132 238 50,866 48,905 50,790 S10984 564852 59,69
SYOMING cccececcascncens 99,541 71, 842 0 »319 8,403 7,780 1,713 70830 . Bed?2 7,940
. . . , { ¢
UUTLY ING AREAS: A
AMERECAN SAMOA eccuecene 9,896 7, 390 0 1,775 752 589 652 710 mn2’ (Y}
GUAM cccncvascssnncnnensn 25,08¢ 18, 932 350 2v116 203264 20258 2032% 20114 1,993 1¢843
PUERTO RICO ceevecccncns . . . . . . . . . :
TRUST TERRITORY . .. . . . . .o o . . e .
VIRGIN ISLANOS eacceosee 250525 19, 588 0 10826 21234 Lav52 2,051 20214 2,183 2,149
MORTHE RN MARIANAS cocoa. 591300 3,964 0 162 532 490 YT 431 1YY4 458
— = = —
Emrnmd by NCES (ses Mothodoloqv). T . . S
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’ TABLEWZ“—STUDENT MEMBERSHIP IN PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS, BY GRADE LEVEL AND BY STATE

AND OUTLYING AREA UNITED STATES, OCTOBER1 1981—CONTINUED Y .
Ad . . 4""" ‘-
: [ ] - N
PREX I NDERGARTEN-GRADE B84 COUNT. ° GRADES 9-12 ANO SECONDARY UNCLASSEFLED ) .
. . ' . ~ . A
— . 107AL - ' - . . Lo~
- . 9 - 12 - -
e -~ - INCLUDING - :
X ELENENTARY  SECONOARY SECUNOA
GRAJE 7 GRADE' 8 UNCLASSIFIED UNCLASSIFIEQ GRAUE 3 LRAJE 1B GRADE 11 uuur: 12 UNCLASSI 0 snre};u OTHER AREA
12 .13 18 15 16 17 18 19 20 / 1
- . J . ‘ Pl ,
3. 184,203 3,082,030 5369438 12.8799256¢ 33230 428 3,223,131 . 350614248 2,997,511 416,936 TOTAL 50 STATES AND DeCe”
'y ‘ EN L - . . :
, 16[-736 159,430 , o 1224,91e 163,211 ss, 213 155,125 148,365 0 eesecccscscccers ALABAMA
6. 965 64605 0 274102 61991 69837 6820 - 69564 110 cecescessccscscse MLASKA
40,461 38,401 89553 1514924 330668 37, 721 369148 . 34,179 ©121] cseescesensesese ARIZIONA
35,035 33+958 2,082 ° 132,091 34,213 33,397 . 324127 31,672 . 882 . ceese ARKANSAS.
322,264 3071429 54878 102764368 ~ 3264143 " 334,287 311,518 280,818 233602 eceesevcecess CALIFORNIA
<t 43,769 424300 _ 3,163 168131 [ 414771 41, 709 41,988 39,464 3,199 sevecasscescses COLORADD
* 41.29%9 40,208 191965 1574896 39,951 394602 - 395619 38,466 458 cceccccscece CONNECTICUT
6,761 656%9 Sy160 / 34,783 ° 11456 T+910 ' © Te265 71486 44688 cocecescccconce DELAWARE
T+T04 7,099 24611 27+428 61756 7,208 6v011 Sy169 - 29284 oo DESTRICT DF COLINBTA
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71627 ,~7.oe7 1.071 274699 7,469 <, Te015 1799 64359 N 3857 seqcceeasceccnces WORL
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1 Estimated by NCES (see Methodology).
2Deta evtimated by State. .
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